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The SCAG Region

• Nation’s Largest Metropolitan 

Planning Organization (MPO)

• 38,000 Square Miles

• Nation’s Global Gateway for Trade

• Develops the Region’s Long-Range 

Transportation Plan/Sustainable 

Communities Strategy (RTP/SCS or 

Connect SoCal) 
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SCAG Deals with these Regional Issues



Connect SoCal - Regional Transportation 
Plan/Sustainable Communities Strategies (RTP/SCS) 

What?
• Long-term Vision and Investment 

Framework

• Federal Requirement
• Updated every 4 years to maintain 

eligibility for federal funding
• Long Range: 20+ years into the future
• Financially-constrained: Revenues = 

Costs
• Passes regional emission standards 

(Conformity)

• State Requirement 
• Must meet SB 375 requirements 

(address GHG reductions)

Why?
• Transportation knows no boundaries

• Coordinate regional projects

• Facilitates regional/local competitiveness for 
funding

• Integrates transportation investments and 
land use strategies 

• Allows any federally-funded or regionally-
significant projects to maintain their 
eligibility for federal funding



Goals of Connect SoCal
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Components of the Economic Impact from Connect SoCal

• Construction, Operation and Maintenance 

- Direct effects: Jobs that are created to build, operate and maintain  
transportation projects

- Indirect effects: Jobs in companies that supply inputs for the direct jobs

- Induced effects: Jobs created when employees in direct & indirect use 
their wages 

• Network Efficiency Enhanced Economic Competitiveness

- Improved labor market matching

- Relocation of firms

- Reduced congestion can increase labor supply through more in-
migration due to amenity

- Increased market



Input Variables - Transportation Investment 



Input Variables – Network Improvement

• SCAG’s regional travel forecasting model is used to generate following 
inputs for the REMI TranSight model (by mode/ time for Baseline vs Plan). 

- Vehicle miles traveled (VMT), 

- Vehicle hours traveled (VHT), 

- Number of trips

TranSight models economic competitiveness in five categories

- Commuting costs (VHT/trip for auto – avg. commuting time)

- Accessibility costs (Trips/VHT for truck – avg. deliver per hour)

- Transportation costs (VMT/VHT for truck – avg. speed for delivery)

- Amenity (VMT for Emissions Cost and Safety Cost for each mode, 
VHT/Trip for Value of Time for each mode)

- Operating costs (VMT for auto/truck – consumption reallocation)



Input Variables - Network Improvement in 2045 (Summary)



Results – Employment Impact from Investment (thousand)



Results – Employment Impact from Enhanced Economic 
Competitiveness  



Results – Total Employment Impact



Summary

The Connect SoCal outlines a transportation infrastructure 
investment strategy that will impact Southern California, and 
beyond. 
Over the 2021–2045 period, the Connect SoCal calls for the 
spending of more than $ 603 billion on transportation 
improvement projects. 
The findings show that over the 25-year period and six-county 
SCAG region, the plan will generate 362,700 employment gains 
annually. 
A well-functioning transportation system can make the region 
a more attractive place for firms to do business, and enhance 
the economic competitiveness of the SCAG region.
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